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Part One: 
What is a Story? 

How do we Model it? 
Why?



• Research has two steps. 

• Step one: Get the story fucking 
right. 

• Step two: Tell the moral of the 
story. 

• My role as a mixed-methods 
researcher: Tell a rich qualitative 
story whose turns are guided by 
quantitative features









Why that telling of the story?







• Stories are composed of a set of 
phenomena and the interweaving 
between them. 

• When we tell stories, we tell them 
with paragraph breaks: We make 
the decision to group certain 
events together because we 
believe their phenomena share 
some sense of similarity, and we 
spend time discussing that group 
of events's content and import 
before moving on.



• We hang those paragraphs 
together into some larger global 
narrative structure, and that 
global structure usually has 
analytical import: We break the 
story into separable themes, a 
before vs. after, tell it as a story 
that moves over time, break it into 
alternating accounts of two 
contrasting groups, or so on. 

• No telling is neutral, and we 
deepen our analytic insight as we 
write, as we flesh out, investigate, 
and interrogate why our telling 
ought be the right one.



• Usually we trust good qualitative 
stories just because they are well 
told! 

• Qualitative research is often 
perspectival, and we humans are 
perfectly used to making sense 
from others experiences. 

• But selling us that your research is 
well done is harder in at least three 
cases. 

• Case one: You haven't looked at all 
the data (Twitter, Facebook, ...) 

• Case two: You have a sensitive test 
(nested data like kids in classes in 
schools in districts, continuous 
variables like time, ...) 

• Case three: You lack authority to 
claim saturation of your own 
experiences (trans narratives, 
abortion narratives, ...)



What do?













• If you are right (about your 
themes and how you've arranged 
them in relation to your data) 

• And you have a grip on your data 

• Then there is an underlying 
mathematical relationship 

• We can use that for statistical 
evidence for saturation 

• We can use that to guide the 
turns of our story



Qualitative Coding
What we saw and where we saw it



Claim
Each cell is a researcher claim about the state of the 

world



Point Cloud
Each row becomes a point in a high dimensional space (0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 0)



Multi-Dimensional Scaling
Flatten the space while highlighting features of interest

Like this, but it
's fro

m lik
e 27D data down to just 2D!!!



Close the Interpretive Loop
Use quant features (a well chosen one-inch picture frame) to guide 

how you re-read (question, interpret, ...) the original qual data

Like this, but it
's fro

m lik
e 27D data down to just 2D!!!



Get the story fucking right



• Stories are composed of a set of 
phenomena and the 
interweaving between them.



• We hang those paragraphs together into 
some larger global narrative structure, 
and that global structure usually has 
analytical import



• When we tell stories, we tell them with 
paragraph breaks: We make the decision to 
group certain events together because we 
believe their phenomena share some sense 
of similarity, and we spend time discussing 
that group of events's content and import 
before moving on.



• If you are right (about your 
themes and how you've arranged 
them in relation to your data) 

• And you have a grip on your data 

• Then there is an underlying 
mathematical relationship 

• We can use that for statistical 
evidence for saturation 

• We can use that to guide the 
turns of our story





Break for Q&A



Part Two: 
Analytic Autoethnography of 

My First Year of HRT



























































• Research has two steps. 

• Step one: Get the story fucking 
right. 

• Step two: Tell the moral of the 
story. 

• My role as a mixed-methods 
researcher: Tell a rich qualitative 
story whose turns are guided by 
quantitative features 

• I told the story of my first year on 
HRT, structured around certain 
twists and turns and an email from 
my doctor 

• I did not tell the story structured 
around coming out to my advisor, 
choosing a new name, changes to 
my body, ... 

• Why ought my telling be the right 
one?
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